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S. RES. 357

Whereas tens of millions of Americans
have served in the Armed Forces of the
United States during the past century;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans have given their lives while serving in
the Armed Forces during the past century;

Whereas the contributions and sacrifices of
the men and women who served in the Armed
Forces have been vital in maintaining the
freedoms and way of life enjoyed by the peo-
ple of the United States;

Whereas the advent of the all-volunteer
Armed Forces has resulted in a sharp decline
in the number of individuals and families
who have had any personal connection with
the Armed Forces;

Whereas this reduction in familiarity with
the Armed Forces has resulted in a marked
decrease in the awareness by young people of
the nature and importance of the accom-
plishments of those who have served in the
Armed Forces, despite the current edu-
cational efforts of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the veterans service orga-
nizations;

Whereas the system of civilian control of
the Armed Forces makes it essential that
the future leaders of the Nation understand
the history of military action and the con-
tributions and sacrifices of those who con-
duct such actions; and

Whereas in each of the years 2000 through
2006 the Senate has recognized the need to
increase the understanding of the contribu-
tions of veterans among school-aged children
by approving a resolution rcognizing the
week containing Veterans Day as ‘‘National
Veterans Awareness Week’: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of November 11
through November 17, 2007, as ‘‘National Vet-
erans Awareness Week” for the purpose of
emphasizing educational efforts directed at
elementary and secondary school students
concerning the contributions and sacrifices
of veterans; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Veterans Aware-
ness Week with appropriate educational ac-
tivities.

————

NATIONAL BE BEAR AWARE AND
WILDLIFE STEWARDSHIP MONTH

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR THE
VICTIMS OF THUNDERSTORMS IN
ILLINOIS, IOWA, MINNESOTA,
OHIO AND WISCONSIN

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed en bloc to the
consideration of the following Calendar
items: No. 444 and No. 445.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolutions by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 347) designating May
2008 as ‘‘National Be Bear Aware and Wildlife
Stewardship Month”’.

A resolution (S. Res. 346) expressing heart-
felt sympathy for the victims of the dev-
astating thunderstorms that caused severe
flooding during August 2007 in the States of
Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wis-
consin, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the amendment to the resolution,
where applicable, be agreed to; that the
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resolutions, as amended, if amended, be
agreed to en bloc; the amendment to
the preamble, where applicable, be
agreed to; the preambles, as amended,
if amended, be agreed to, en bloc; that
the title amendment to S. Res. 346 be
agreed to and the motions to recon-
sider be laid on the table, en bloc, the
consideration of these items appear
separately in the RECORD, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 347

Whereas wildlife and wildlife viewing en-
rich the shared outdoor heritage of the peo-
ple of the United States;

Whereas it is possible to enjoy wildlife in a
way that is prudent, safe, and educational
and that has minimal adverse effects on
wildlife;

Whereas the people of the United States
should be aware of the potential for conflict
between humans and wildlife;

Whereas the people of the United States
should learn the safety and stewardship
techniques that can prevent such conflicts;

Whereas some groups, such as the Center
for Wildlife Information and State and Fed-
eral wildlife associations, in cooperation
with State and Federal wildlife and land
management agencies, have taken important
proactive steps to create educations toolkits
and design programs to educate outdoor en-
thusiasts; and

Whereas educational efforts can raise
awareness of the potential for such conflict,
help minimize such conflict, and promote
the responsible enjoyment of wildlife: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates May
2008 as ‘‘National Be Bear Aware and Wildlife
Stewardship Month’’.

347) was

S. RES. 346
The Senate proceed to consider the
resolution (S. Res. 346) expressing

heartfelt sympathy for the victims of
the devastating thunderstorms that
caused severe flooding during August
2007 in the States of Illinois, Iowa, Min-
nesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin, and for
other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on the Ju-
diciary with an amendment and an
amendment to the preamble.

[Strike the preamble and insert the
part printed in italic]

S. REsS. 346

[Whereas, during August 2007, severe
thunderstorms were responsible for
bringing as much as 18 inches of tor-
rential rain to parts of the States of Il-
linois, Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wis-
consin, resulting in devastating floods;

[Whereas these storms tragically
took the lives of 14 people;

[Whereas these storms injured count-
less other people, damaged or de-
stroyed thousands of homes, and dev-
astated businesses and institutions;

[Whereas, on August 21, 2007, the
Governor of Minnesota declared Fill-
more, Houston, Steele, Olmsted,
Wabasha, and Winona Counties, Min-
nesota, to be in a state of disaster as a
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result of these storms, and subse-
quently Dodge and Jackson Counties,
Minnesota, received a Federal major
disaster declaration as well;

[Whereas, on August 20 and 21, 2007,
the Governor of Wisconsin declared
Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk,
and Vernon Counties, Wisconsin, to be
in a state of disaster as a result of
these storms;

[Whereas, on August 22, 2007, and in
the days following, the Governor of
Iowa declared Allamakee, Appanoose,

Boone, Calhoun, Cherokee, Davis,
Humboldt, Mahaska, Montgomery,
Palo Alto, Pocahontas, Union, Van

Buren, Wapello, Wayne, Webster, and
Winneshiek Counties, Iowa, to be in a
state of disaster as a result of these

storms;
[Whereas, on August 22, 2007, the
Governor of Ohio declared Allen,

Crawford, Hancock, Hardin, Putnam,
Richland, Seneca, Van Wert, and Wy-
andot Counties, Ohio, to be in a state
of disaster as a result of these storms;

[Whereas, on August 24, 2007, and in
the days following, the Governor of Il-
linois declared Cook, DeKalb, DuPage,
Grundy, Lake, LaSalle, Kane, Knox,
McHenry, Warren, and Will Counties,
Illinois, to be in a state of disaster as
a result of these storms;

[Whereas President Bush declared 8
counties in Minnesota, 8 counties in
Ohio, 14 counties in Wisconsin, 6 coun-
ties in Illinois, and 14 counties in Iowa
to be major disaster areas as a result of
these storms, and individuals and fami-
lies, State and local Governments, and
certain private nonprofit organizations
in these areas became eligible for indi-
vidual or public Federal disaster assist-
ance or both;

[Whereas numerous individuals and
entities have selflessly and heroically
given of themselves and their resources
to aid in the disaster relief efforts; and

[Whereas the catastrophic injury,
death, and damage in Illinois, Iowa,
Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin would
have been even worse in the absence of
local relief efforts: Now, therefore, be
it]

Whereas, during August 2007, severe thunder-
storms were responsible for bringing as much as
18 inches of torrential rain to parts of the States
of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, Oklahoma,
and Wisconsin, resulting in devastating floods;

Whereas these storms tragically took the lives
of at least 20 people;

Whereas these storms injured countless other
people, damaged or destroyed thousands of
homes, and devastated businesses and institu-
tions;

Whereas, on August 20, 2007, the Governor of
Oklahoma declared Blaine, Caddo, Canadian,
Cleveland, Comanche, Cotton, Custer, Dewey,
Grady, Jefferson, Kingfisher, Kiowa, Lincoln,
Logan, McClain, Muskogee, Okfuskee, Okla-
homa, Okmulgee, Pontotoc, Pottawatomie, Semi-
nole, Stephens, and Washita Counties, Okla-
homa, to be in a state of emergency as a result
of these storms;

Whereas, on August 21, 2007, the Governor of
Minnesota declared Fillmore, Houston, Steele,
Olmsted, Wabasha, and Winona Counties, Min-
nesota, to be in a state of disaster as a result of
these storms, and subsequently Dodge and Jack-
son Counties, Minnesota, received a Federal
major disaster declaration as well;
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Whereas, on August 20 and 21, 2007, the Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin declared Crawford, La
Crosse, Richland, Sauk, and Vernon Counties,
Wisconsin, to be in a state of disaster as a result
of these storms;

Whereas, on August 22, 2007, and in the days
following, the Governor of Iowa declared
Allamakee, Appanoose, Boone, Calhoun, Cher-
okee, Davis, Humboldt, Mahaska, Montgomery,
Palo Alto, Pocahontas, Union, Van Buren,
Wapello, Wayne, Webster, and Winneshiek
Counties, Iowa, to be in a state of disaster as a
result of these storms;

Whereas, on August 22, 2007, the Governor of
Ohio declared Allen, Crawford, Hancock, Har-
din, Putnam, Richland, Seneca, Van Wert, and
Wyandot Counties, Ohio, to be in a state of dis-
aster as a result of these storms;

Whereas, on August 24, 2007, and in the days
following, the Governor of Illinois declared
Cook, DeKalb, DuPage, Grundy, Lake, LaSalle,
Kane, Knox, McHenry, Warren, and Will Coun-
ties, Illinois, to be in a state of disaster as a re-
sult of these storms;

Whereas President Bush declared 8 counties
in Minnesota, 8 counties in Ohio, 22 counties in
Oklahoma, 14 counties in Wisconsin, 6 counties
in Illinois, and 14 counties in Iowa to be major
disaster areas as a result of these storms, and
individuals and families, State and local Gov-
ermments, and certain private nonprofit organi-
zations in these areas became eligible for indi-
vidual or public Federal disaster assistance or
both;

Whereas numerous individuals and entities
have selflessly and heroically given of them-
selves and their resources to aid in the disaster
relief efforts; and

Whereas the catastrophic injury, death, and
damage in Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, and Wisconsin would have been
even worse in the absence of local relief efforts:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses heartfelt sympathy for the
victims of the devastating thunderstorms
that caused severe flooding during August
2007 in the States of Illinois, Iowa, Min-
nesota, Ohio, [Oklahoma,] and Wisconsin;

(2) conveys gratitude to the local, State,
and Federal officials and emergency per-
sonnel who responded swiftly to the crisis,
including emergency management teams in
each of the affected States, Michael Chertoff,
Secretary of Homeland Security, and David
Paulison, Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency;

(3) recognizes the generous and selfless
support of citizens, local businesses, the
American Red Cross, the United Way, Catho-
lic Charities, and the Salvation Army; and

(4) reaffirms support for helping the vic-
tims of the flooding rebuild their homes and
lives.

The amendment (No. 3471) was agreed
to, as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 3471
(Purpose: To amend the title of the
resolution)

Amend the title to read as follows: ‘“Ex-
pressing heartfelt sympathy for the victims
of the devastating thunderstorms that
caused severe flooding during August 2007 in
the States of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, and Wisconsin, and for other pur-
poses.”

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The amendment to the preamble was
agreed to.

The preamble,
agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:

(The resolution will be printed in a
future edition of the RECORD.)

346), as

as amended, was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2247

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk
due for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2247) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the de-
preciation classification of motor sports en-
tertainment complexes.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for a
second reading, and in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will be read for
the second time on the next legislative
day.

The

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER
29, 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it stand
adjourned until 3 p.m., Monday; that
on Monday, following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders reserved for their use later in
the day; that there then be a period of
morning business for 90 minutes, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each; with Senator BOXER
in control of the first 60 minutes, and
the remaining 30 minutes under the
control of the Republicans; that fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate
resume consideration of Calendar No.
158, S. 294, Amtrak authorization.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PROGRAM
Mr. REID. Mr. President, as a re-
minder to Members, the cloture motion
has been filed on Amtrak. Germane
first-degree amendments need to be
filed by 3:30 p.m. on Monday.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
OCTOBER 29, 2007, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent the
Senate stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 1:47 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
October 29, 2007, at 3 p.m.

—————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
JOHN H. GIBSON, OF TEXAS, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SEC-

RETARY OF THE AIR FORCE, VICE MICHAEL
MONTELONGO, RESIGNED.
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

STEVEN R. CHEALANDER, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2012. (REAPPOINT-
MENT)

MARK V. ROSENKER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE CHAIRMAN
OF THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS. (REAPPOINTMENT)

——
CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate Friday, October 26, 2007:
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

GEORGE E. PATAKI, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE SIXTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEM-
BLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

KELLY G. KNIGHT, OF KENTUCKY, TO BE AN ALTER-
NATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA TO THE SIXTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE GEN-
ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

RODGER D. YOUNG, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE AN ALTER-
NATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA TO THE SIXTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE GEN-
ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

WILLIAM H. FRIST, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MILLENNIUM
CHALLENGE CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF THREE
YEARS.

KENNETH FRANCIS HACKETT, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MILLEN-
NIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF TWO
YEARS.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DAVID T. JOHNSON, OF GEORGIA, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF
STATE (INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS AND LAW ENFORCE-
MENT AFFAIRS).

ROBIN RENEE SANDERS, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA.

BARRY LEON WELLS, OF OHIO, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF THE
GAMBIA.

MARK M. BOULWARE, OF TEXAS, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF MAURITANIA.

JAMES D. MCGEE, OF FLORIDA, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE REPUBLIC OF ZIMBABWE.

RONALD K. MCMULLEN, OF IOWA, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE STATE OF ERITREA.

P. ROBERT FANNIN, OF ARIZONA, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE DOMINICAN REPUB-
LIC.

CHRISTOPHER EGAN, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND
DEVELOPMENT, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR.

LOUIS JOHN NIGRO, JR., OF FLORIDA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF CHAD.

PAUL E. SIMONS, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE REPUBLIC OF CHILE.

GAIL DENNISE MATHIEU, OF NEW JERSEY, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA.

DAN MOZENA, OF IOWA, A CAREER MEMBER OF THE
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA.

EUNICE S. REDDICK, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE GABONESE REPUBLIC, AND TO SERVE CONCUR-
RENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION AS
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE DEMO-
CRATIC REPUBLIC OF SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE.

DANIEL V. SPECKHARD, OF WISCONSIN, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE, CLASS OF
MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO GREECE.

THOMAS F. STEPHENSON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE PORTUGUESE
REPUBLIC.

VINCENT OBSITNIK, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC.

THE ABOVE NOMINATIONS WERE APPROVED SUBJECT
TO THE NOMINEES' COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.
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